[Criteria for evaluating the severity of craniocerebral trauma in children].
The article discusses the total results of multifactorial analysis of observations over 16,000 children with isolated and more than 400 with combined craniocerebral trauma (CCT) in the light of the peculiarities of the child age and the current trends in studying the problem in the Soviet Union and other countries. From these standpoints, the author first gives a clinicomorphological characterization of CCT types in children, deals with the methods and prospects of objectivication of the evaluation of the severity of isolated and combined CCT, extracranial local injuries in polytrauma, totally determining the severity of the general condition and the efficacy and prognosis of the diagnostic and therapeutic measures. Original methods for quantitative evaluation of the degree of severity of the trauma, which were developed in the clinic, are described. A variety of the clinical CCT forms and the possible variants of the concomitant injuries are systematized in a CCT classification approximated maximally to the solution of practical problems under different conditions, including extreme conditions in mass injuries. For this purpose, the author uses conventional designations for the main gradients of the pathophysiological reactions of the child's organism depending on the location and severity of the concrete damages and the general condition, making a coded recording of the diagnosis possible, which makes easier the sorting out and registration of the patients and orientation as regards the order in which aid should be given and the volume of the therapeutic and diagnostic programs with the use of computers. The patients were subjected to general clinical examination and laboratory tests, as well as special methods of examination (radiography, ultrasonic study, angiography, circulography, computed tomography, etc.). Importance was attached to the results of histological study and the reports of the forensic medical examination committee.